The Birth of Gilgamesh
From the text of

De Natura Animalium
Bg Claudius Aelian:
Roman author and teacher of rhetoric who died 222 A.D.

“The love O{: man is another characteristic OF animals. At any rate an eagle nursed a
babg. And Iintend to te” the whole storg SO that it may be evidence o1c what | stated.

When Euechoros was king of the Babglonians, the Chaldaeans foretold that the son
born of his claughter would wrest the kingclom from his granclfather (note: what was said
bg the Chaldaeans had the status of a Prophesg) . This made him shiver with fear and
Ga may be allowed the sma”jest) he Plagecl Acrisius to his claughter: he put the
strictest of watches upon her. Yet, the claughter gave birth to a child (1Cor fate outwitted
the Babglonian), being pregnant bg some obscure man. So the guards, from fear of the
king, hurled the infant from the citadel, for that was where the aforesaid claughter was
imPrisonecl. Now the eagle which saw with its Piercing eye the child while still Fa”ing,
before the babg would be dashed to the eari:hJ flew beneath it and Hung its back under
it, and conveged it to some garc]en and set it down with the utmost care. Well, the
caretaker of the Place, when seeing the Pretty babg, fell in love with it and nursed it; and
it was called Gilgamos and was king of the Babglonians.

it anyone regarcls this as a mere storg, I after testing it to the best of my abilitg, do
[not] agree with the verdict. Indeed I hear that Achaemenes the Persian, from whom the

Persian nobilitg are clescenclecl, was the nurscling of an eagle.”

Per Wouter F.M. Henkelman (Leiden) “The Birth of Gilgamesh (A3 NAXIL2D): A case-
stuclg in literarg recePtivitg:
Sumerian Kinglist: Enmerkar — Lugalbancla - Gilgamesh
Aelian: Euechoros - / - Gilgamos
« [This] tradition has Lugalbanc!a as Enmerkar’s successor and as Gilgames’s father or

stel:*ncather.



